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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EGEN, BE 

SUBJECT: EXIM BANK LOAN TO SAB ENA 
REF: STATE 151051 

1. EMBASSY HAS INFORMED SABENA MANAGING DIRECTOR MARCEL GOOSSENS 
OF CONTENTS REFTEL. HE REACTED WITH CONCERN, EXPLAINING THAT 
BOEING PURCHASE PROPOSAL HAD BEEN PRESENTED TO BELGIAN CABINET 
ON BASIS 50 PERCENT EXIM FINANCING AND THAT SABENA APPLICATION 

TO EXIM HAD BEEN FOR THAT AMOUNT. BELGIAN CABINET APPROVAL IS 
SPECIFICALLY FOR 50 PERCENT EXIM FINANCING AND GOOSSENS SAYS 
THAT EXIM OFFER OF 40 PERCENT WILL REQUIRE SABENA TO RETURN TO 
CABINET FOR NEW APPROVAL. HE IS CONCERNED ABOUT THIS POSSIBILITY 
GIVERN HIGHLY POLITICIZED ATMOSPHERE SURROUNDING CONTRACTS OF THIS 
TYPE IN GENERAL AND THIS CONTRACT IN PARTICULAR. 

2. GOOSSENS ASKED US TO TRANSMIT REQUEST TO EXIM TO 
RECONSIDER POSSIBILITY APPROVING 50 PERCENT FINANCING. 

3. HE ALSO STRONGLY URGED THAT NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BE MADE 
PENDING FURTHER CONSULTATION WITH SABENA. 

4. COMMENT: WE STRONGLY SUPPORT GOOSSEN'S REQUEST THAT NO 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT BE MADE AT THIS TIME. WE CAN ALSO CONFIRM 
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(AS WASHINGTON WILL BE AWARE FROM PREVIOUS COMMUNICATIONS 
AND MOST PARTICULARLY STATE 146111) THAT IT WOULD BE MOST 
UNFORTUNATE TO REOPEN DISCUSSION THIS PURCHASE IN BELGIAN 
CABINET. IF EXIM DECISION STANDS AND SABENA HAS TO REOPEN 
DOSSIER IN CABINET. NEW OPPORTUNITIES WILL ARISE FOR FRENCH AND 
BELGIAN POLITICIANS OPPOSED TO BOEING DEAL. WE URGE, THEREFORE, 

THAT EXIM RECONSIDER SABENA APPLICATION WITH EYE TO EXPANDING 
CREDIT AUTHORIZATION TO 50 PERCENT REQUESTED BY SABENA. 

BOOCHEVER 
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